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WHAT IS POLICE SUPERINTENDENT'S
DISCRETION SCHEME (PSDS) # ] % 3 ?

INTERVIEWING MR. LOWCOCK - Editor: Kelvin Liu

Just like when you lose your phone, someone offers you a replacement,

but you’ll never want it to happen again,

PSDS is a second chance for youth offenders of minor crimes

to turn their life around, for once and only once.



Joining the Police Force 31 years ago, Mr. LOWCOCK is Tsim
Sha Tsui Divisional Commander for 22 months and has much
experience in handling cases of Police Superintendent's Discretion

to share with us.

“Instead of taking young offenders to the Juvenile Court like adults,

a police superintendent may issue a caution to the teenager, who

will be then put under Police’s supervision for two year or until

he/fshe reaches 18 years old, whichever is earlier,”

Mr. LOWCOCK explains the concept of PSDS. "But of course not
every young offender is entitled to it. The police have a number of
things to take into account, such as the availability of evidence,
parents' agreement, nature of the offence, offender’s criminal record,

as well as the attitude of the parents and the complaint."

Everyone made mistakes, big or small, at the age of innocence. Besides
giving just consequences to young offenders, Mr. LOWCOCK
stresses that the Police also focuses on preventing juvenile

delinquency.

“We believe maintaining close relationships with schools and social

workers is one of the keys to nipping youth crime in the bud,”

says LOWCOCK.

“For cautioned teenagers, our colleagues from Juvenile Protection

\Section will carry out regular home visit and keep close contaet’

with their parents, to ensure the troubled teens are ge'ttirfg back

\on the right track.”

The journey of probation is not as straight as it may sound. The
Police also encourages cautioned teens to join youth clubs to seek
healthy entertainment and, more importantly, constructive peer

support.

“Positiv

“support is another key to youth crime prevention,

adds LOWCOCK "I met a 12-year-old girl who was caught for
shoplifting. She was with a group of five to six teenagers who
pretended to be her friends, asked her to take a shoplifting

challenge, and then turned her in."

"It was a pathetic story. The girl had poor self-esteem and wasn't
popular at school. She did so purely out of the wish for her
friends."Hoping for no more similar cases, Mr. LOWCOCK has

an advice for young people,

“Don't hide your problems from parents, teachers and social

workers. They are more mature and resourceful to handle problems
5, and can avoid you taking a wrong path that may

be irreversible.”
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