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The observer in the class:
It does not sounds like bullying

School bullying is a cliche yet terrible term. It happens everywhere, same for
my school. Many people may only think of bullying in physical form. What
they put aside is far more lamentable and despicable - mental bullying.

Not until Ms A was transferred to another school did | truly understand it. It
was in F.4 when we first met. My first impression of her was eerie and a
person of few words. As | did not know my classmates well, | chose to
observe them and joined a group that | was pleased to go along with. Every-
thing went smoothly from my perspective: classmates were nice and the
learning atmosphere was inspiring - until the second term of the academic
year when the nightmare started. Rumours about Ms A began to spread
from nowhere, together with her soft-spoken appearance, the situation
quickly went out of control. She made little friends in our class that we could
hardly sense her presence as if she had never existed at all. It was omnipresent
in our class we never sat next to her as no one wished to suffer the same fate
as Ms A. The same goes for the teachers, they seemed to have great chemistry
with us when we needed to work things out in the form of a class. Ms A
herself was the Voldemort in our class.

The exhausting, horrendous F.5 turned us all into people that kept our noses
to the grindstone. Little did we have time to relax from the hectic schedule,
let alone Ms A being deemed as a small beer. Day by day, we ignored her
and made fun of her. In our class, “Ms A" became synonymous with nasty
and gross. We often imitated and mocked her when she tried to resist.
Social workers had a talk for the whole form and informed us about bullying
in other schools. Understood the features of bullying such as ignoring,
isolating the person, excluding the person from meaningful activities, |
decided to stop them yet | was not courageous enough. Some of my class-
mates thought that was Ms A, who let the social workers knew it. Conse-
quently, she was further isolated in our class. The situation continued till the

end of June when our class teacher told us she would study in another
school for F.6.

School bullying goes under the spotlight, people become familiar with it.
We are sorry to have brought such an unpleasant memory for Ms A.
Sometimes agony and trauma were the only things victims would
have, however insignificant our actions may look in our eyes.

Joey Lo
JPC Advanced Leader KCDIST
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