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RANA’S IMPRESSION OF HONG KONG

Ediror: Adelaide Chan

Those who have read our magazine may remember in the last issue, we have
talked about the cultures of Nepal. This time, we will see how a Hong Kong born
Nepalese, experience the changes of meaning and impression of this city to her.

F

[ lzke Hong Kong very much; I think Hong Kong is one of the favorite cities I have lived:
B5ky UhaH HATE | HATS A H BId G+ ddbl

Asha Lachhemi Rana answered without hesitation,

She recalled a scene in her memory; lots of people were gathered at harbor area for

the fire work show. She was amazed seeing thousands of people leaving in orderly
manner in same direction,

I have never seen that before, everyone could gather and come together easily,

that was a very beautiful moment for me.

Rana was born in Hong Kong but studied abroad afterward so she barely stays here.
She spent her childhood in various countries like Nepal, Philippine, India, Brunei and
England following the lead of her father’s career and her student life. Though Hong
Kong is called an international city, Rana feels that local people are quite reserved.
She thinks Hong Kong people do not always have an excellent command of Oral

English and she does not speak Cantonese, thus increase the difficulty for her to
connect with the locals.

I think it is because of the cultural shock and language barrier. Something that

maybe normal for you, ma) not be normal for me, so we have to be very careful

on how to approach W Alizs, HT IFC}#[ i FllqlaF qu| EaEal ﬁ
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~ She said back, that a causal greetlng like “hi"” and “hello”to people on the road seems

‘also difficult as she does not know if others would think she is weird not understanding
her costume. “I don't feel I completely belong bere because I cannot communicate with them
easily due to language barrier.”

Until half a year ago Rana got a chance to work temporarily here in an NGO (non-
government organization) for ethnic minority community. As she no more stays as a
short visitor, she found though the language and culture barrier still there, but is
reducing. “when I work bere, I have chance to go deeper. I find that the Hong Kong people
are really friendly, like the firemen and policemen I know are really welcoming, they invite
us and in their programs and also involve us in many activities. I can see that they are
actually opening up.” She admitted the ethnic minorities sometimes are quite reserved
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because they are not sure of the expectation of the other side. “It is only because we

have not yet found a proper channel to communicate and understand the both side’”.

She finally finds her ways to engage in the community. She was invited to be the
master of ceremonies of various local organizations, including the Hong Kong Police
Force. Since then, she is having more connections to the local community. Rana is
now learning Cantonese and hopefully she would be able to use it soon, “No doubt

Cantonese is not easy but I will remain committed to it!”.

Rana was pessimistic about making friends here, but
I am now more confident and positive to the future and I feel that I am becoming a Hong
Konger slowly contributing to a Hong Kong society in my own way.
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